-=8 Building Educator
Assessment Literacy

A Partnership of WestEd and SCALE

ELA/Literacy






%oeqpaay

LNIWSSISSY IAILYINWNS
Q3ONVIVE 43 LYVINS

SJUBWISSASSY
2AIDWWINS






HANDOUTS: TABLE OF CONTENTS

Session 1: Assessment Literacy Introduction

1.1 Types of Assessments: Graphic Organizer 1
1.2 Types and Uses of Assessments Within Assessment Cycles 3
1.3 CSAI Overview of Major Assessment Types 5
1.4 Role of Smarter Balanced Performance Tasks 8
Session 2: Deep Dive into a Smarter Balanced Performance Task
2.1 Grade 5 ELA Performance Task 9
2.2 Grade 8 ELA Performance Task 24
2.3 Elementary Excerpt from Appendix B 41
2.4 Secondary Excerpt from Appendix B 43
2.5 Grades 3-5 Opinion Writing Rubric 45
2.6 Grades 6-11 Argumentative Writing Rubric 48
2.7 Rubric Adjectives 51
2.8 Elementary Student Sample A 52
2.9 Secondary Student Sample A 59
2.10 Elementary Student Sample B 66
2.11 Secondary Student Sample B 73
2.12 Elementary Student Samples C and D 80
2.13 Secondary Student Samples C and D 83
2.14 Elementary Student Samples C and D with Rationales 85
2.15 Secondary Student Samples C and D with Rationales 100
2.16 Full Scoring Guide for the Grade 5 ELA Performance Task 114
2.17 Full Scoring Guide for the Grade 8 ELA Performance Task 136
2.18 Smarter Balanced Performance Task Writing Rubrics 157
Session 3: Learning from Student Work on Performance Tasks
3.1 Grade 5 Student Samples 175
3.2 Grade 8 Student Samples 179
3.3 Analyzing Student Work Organizer 183
3.4 Receiving Feedback Activity 186

3.5 Additional Performance Assessment Resources 199







Handout 1.1

Types of Assessments: Graphic Organizer

Formative Assessment

Purpose:

What does formative assessment look like in my
context?

What questions about teaching and learning am | | What instructional decisions can | make using this
trying to answer with formative assessment? data?
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Handout 1.1

Interim Assessment

Purpose:

What does interim assessment look like in my
context?

What questions about teaching and learning am |
trying to answer with interim assessment?

What instructional decisions can | make using this
data?

Summative

Assessment

Purpose:

What does summative assessment look like in my
context?

What questions about teaching and learning am |
trying to answer with summative assessment?

What instructional decisions can | make using this
data?
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Handout 1.2

Figure 8.5. Types and Uses of Assessments Within Assessment Cycles

Cycle Methods Information Uses/Actions
Short

o ¢ Observation ¢ Students’ current ¢ Keep going, stop
3 e Questions (teachers and learning status, and find out more,
£ students) relative difficulties and provide oral feedback
= e Instructional tasks misunderstandings, to individuals, adjust
_;' o Student discussions emergin_g or partially instruc’gional moves
g « Written work/ formed ideas, full in relation to student
2 representations understanding learning status (e.g.,
S P act on “teachable

moments”)

e Observation

students)

Daily Lesson

Planned and placed
strategically in the lesson:

Questions (teachers and

Instructional tasks
Student discussions

Written work/
representations

Student self-reflection
(e.g., quick write)

e Students’ current
learning status,
relative difficulties and
misunderstandings,
emerging or partially
formed ideas, full
understanding

¢ Continue with planned
instruction

e Instructional
adjustments in this or
the next lesson

¢ Find out more

¢ Feedback to class or
individual students (oral
or written)

Week

e Student discussions and
work products

¢ Student self-reflection
(e.g., journaling)

o Students’ current
learning status relative
to lesson learning goals
(e.g., have students met
the goal[s], are they
nearly there?)

e Instructional planning
for start of new week

¢ Feedback to students
(oral or written)

ELA/ELD Framework
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designed by teacher(s)

Cycle Methods Information Uses/Actions
Medium
¢ Student work artifacts ¢ Status of student e Grading
"g (e.g., portfolio, learning relative to unit e Reporting
D writing project, oral learning goals e Teacher reflection on
E presentation) effectiveness of planning
_-E e Use of rubrics and instruction
=) e Student self-reflection e Teacher grade level/
- (e.g., short survey) departmental discussions
S e Other classroom of student work
u=.| summative assessments

Quarterly/Interim/
Benchmark

Portfolio
Oral reading observation
Test

o Status of achievement
of intermediate goals
toward meeting
standards (results
aggregated and
disaggregated)

e Making within-year
instructional decisions

e Monitoring, reporting;
grading; same-
year adjustments to
curriculum programs

e Teacher reflection on
effectiveness of planning
and instruction

¢ Readjusting professional
learning priorities and
resource decisions

Long
e Smarter Balanced ¢ Status of student ¢ Judging students’ overall
Summative Assessment achievement with learning
e CELDT respect to standards e Gauging student, school,
« Portfolio (results aggregated and district, and state year-
« District/school created disaggregated) to-year progress
test ¢ Monitoring, reporting
and accountability
e Classification and
placement (e.g., ELs)
= e Certification
2 ¢ Adjustments to following
g year’s instruction,

curriculum, programs

e Final grades
e Professional learning

prioritization and
resource decisions

e Teacher reflection

(individual/grade level/
department) on overall
effectiveness of planning
and instruction

ELA/ELD Framework
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Handout 1.4

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium:
Performance Task Specifications

Role of Smarter Balanced Performance Tasks

Taken during the final 12 weeks of the school year, the Smarter Balanced summative assessments
for accountability will have two components: a comprehensive end-of-year computer adaptive
assessment and performance tasks. These assessments in English language arts (ELA) and
mathematics will provide measures of students’ achievement (proficiency in meeting grade-level
standards), academic growth, and progress toward college and career readiness. The focus of both
assessment components will be the claims and targets identified in the Smarter Balanced content
specifications for ELA/literacy and mathematics, which serve as “bridge documents” between the
Common Core State Standards and the Smarter Balanced summative assessments. Through the use
of technology and innovative item and task formats, the Smarter Balanced assessments will
exemplify “next generation assessments,” significantly improving upon traditional, large-scale
accountability tests in terms of authenticity, accessibility, and coverage of skills that are identified in
college and career standards (e.g., mathematics practices, problem solving, speaking and listening,
use of technology), as described in the Smarter Balanced content specifications.

The domain of performance assessment is quite broad, encompassing a range of non-selected-
response tasks. A Smarter Balanced performance task involves significant interaction of students
with stimulus materials and/or engagement in a problem solution, ultimately leading to an exhibition
of the students’ application of knowledge and skills, often in writing or spoken language. Stimuli
include a variety of information forms (e.g., readings, video clips, data), as well as an assignment or
problem situation. A key component of college and career readiness is the ability to integrate
knowledge and skills across multiple content standards. Smarter Balanced will address this ability
through performance tasks, because it cannot be adequately assessed with selected-response or
constructed-response items.
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Handout 2.1

Smarter
Balanced

Assessment Consortium

Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium:

English/Language Arts Practice Test Scoring
Guide

Grade 5 Performance Task

5/16/2014

Adapted for BEAL Session 2.A:
Experience a Task
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Handout 2.1

Smarter
Balanced Grade 5

Assessment Consortium

Student Directions
Service Animals Opinion Performance Task

Task:

A person with a disability visited your class today to
discuss how his trained service animal allows him to
enjoy more independence and participate more fully in
everyday activities. You and your classmates became
interested in learning more about service animals.
Your teacher took your class to the school library to
look up more information about this topic. You have
found three articles about service animals.

After vou have looked at these sources, you will
answer some questions about them. Briefly scan the
sources and the three questions that follow. Then, go
back and read the sources carefully so you will have
the information you will need to answer the questions
and complete your research. You may click on the
Global Notes button to take notes on the information
you find in the sources as you read. You may also use
scratch paper to take notes.

In Part 2, you will write an opinion paper on a topic
related to the sources.

Directions for Beginning:
You will now examine several sources. You can
re-examine any of the sources as often as you like.

Research Questions:

After looking at the sources, use the rest of the time in
Part 1 to answer three questions about them. Your
answers to these questions will be scored. Also, your
answers will help you think about the information you
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Smarter Handout 2.1
Balanced

Assessment Consortium

have read and looked at, which should help you write
your opinion paper.

You may click on the Global Notes button or refer back
to your scratch paper to look at your notes when you
think it would be helpful. Answer the questions in the
spaces below the items.

Both the Global Notes on the computer and your
written notes on scratch paper will be available to you
in Part 1 and Part 2 of the performance task.

Part 1
Sources for Performance Task:

Source #1

You have found a current article about capuchin
monkeys on a website about service animals. The
author is a veterinarian who writes articles for
educational publications.

Monkey Helpers
by Tamra Orr

An Unusual Set of Helping Hands

Every day people make countless moves that they
tend to take for granted. They scratch their noses and
pull on their backpacks. People grab something to eat
and push up their glasses. They flip the pages of their
textbooks and turn off their lights. For people living
with injuries to the spinal cord, however, these basic
movements are very difficult. For some, they are even
impossible. For the past 35 years, more than 160
people with injuries to the spinal cord have found
support from a very unusual set of helping hands:
those of specially trained capuchin monkeys.

Page 11



Handout 2.1

Smarter
Balanced Grade 5

Assessment Consortium
Capuchin monkeys are very small. Some weigh less
than eight pounds, even when fully grown. They are
also extremely smart. In the wild, they have shown
the ability to pick up tools and use them to solve
problems. Their hands can easily carry small tools.

This makes it easier for them to handle modern items
such as remotes and cell phones.

Although capuchin monkeys are smart and are able to
handle small tools, not all types of monkeys are ideal
to use as service animals. Some monkeys, such as
howler monkeys, are too large or strong. Monkeys who
have not been properly trained are also unreliable.
They might behave in ways that are hard to predict.
For example, a monkey could suddenly hurt a person if
it got angry or frightened for some reason.

While some people believe capuchin monkeys are
wonderful service animals, not everyone agrees.
Capuchins are small, easy to train, and able to bond,
or form close relationships, with humans. However,
they are still, in the end, wild animals. April Truitt,
director of the Primate Rescue Center in Kentucky,
says that having a wild animal in your home may put
both the animal and the owner at increased risk of
getting injured. She points out that it is possible for
capuchins to become violent suddenly and this can be
a danger to their owners and others.

Long Before School Starts

Long before capuchin monkeys begin their training,
they have already spent years around humans. Born in
a Massachusetts zoo, they must live with foster
families as long as twelve years before beginning their
training on how to assist a person with a disability.
During this time, they are taught how to share a house
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Smarter Handout 2.
Balanced
Assessment Consortium
with humans. They get used to being around pets.
They even learn basic tasks like how to take baths.
This requires a great deal of time and effort.

Learning to Help

Capuchin monkeys learn how to assist people with
disabilities at Helping Hands, otherwise known as the
monkey college, in Boston, Massachusetts. This college
is not quite like going to a traditional school. Every
day, for three to five years, capuchin monkeys learn
new skills. Their lessons do not focus on reading and
writing though. Days are spent learning how to load a
DVD into a player and push play, or how to open and
close microwave doors. This education takes time,
patience, and money. The cost of educating just one
monkey is close to $40,000. Finally, after up to five
years of training, the animals finish school. Now the
monkeys are ready to go and live with someone who
needs them to help make life a little bit easier.

The Simple Things

Having a capuchin monkey in the house is not the
same as having a dog or cat. Because of their training
and their intelligence, these monkeys are able to do an
amazing number of chores for the person who is
disabled and cannot do them alone. Along with
operating microwaves and DVD players, these service
animals can also turn lights off and on for their new
owners. They can open bottles and flip the pages of a
book for their owner. They can even reach out and
scratch an annoying itch.

Every year, Helping Hands places dozens of monkeys
in homes of people with disabilities. The monkeys take
good care of their owners. In return, the owners feel
safer and more able to do tasks that so many others
take for granted.
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Smarter
Balanced

Assessment Consortitim

Sources Used

ABC News. (n.d.). Tearful Kentucky senator wants
monkeys to be made service animals. Retrieved from:
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2014/01
[tearful-kentucky-senator-wants-monkeys-to-be-
made-service-animals/

CBS News. (n.d.). Monkeys lend helping hand to
disabled. Retrieved from: http://www.cbsnews.com
/pictures/monkeys-lend-helping-hand-to-disabled

DiBlasio, N. (2013, July 4). Monkey see. Monkey do.
USA Weekend. Retrieved from:
http://www.usaweekend.com/article/20130705
JHEALTH/307050007/Graduates-of-Monkey-College-
give-their-companions-a-sense-of-purpose

Grade 5

Helping Hands. (n.d.). Training center. Retrieved from:

http://www.monkeyhelpers.org

Source #2
You found an article about service animals in a 2002
issue of Click, a magazine for children.

Animals Helping People

A monkey who helps you drink out of a straw? A dog
that opens the refrigerator door when you want a
snack? A pony gentle enough to ride even if you
cannot see? When people need extra care, special
animals are there to help!

Seeing Eye dogs are trained to be the eyes for people
who cannot see. All over the world, Seeing Eye dogs
are hard at work—guiding, protecting, and loving their
blind masters.
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Assessment Consortium

Horseback riding is good exercise. It also helps people
feel happy and confident. Even riders who cannot see,
or who have trouble moving their muscles, can have
fun on a quiet, gentle, well-trained horse.

Hearing dogs help people who are deaf or hard-of-
hearing. These smart, friendly, energetic dogs are
specially trained to let their owners know when the
doorbell rings, the smoke alarm goes off, or the baby
wakes up from a nap.

This boy needs both his hands and all his energy just
to walk. Luckily, his assistance dog is there to carry his
backpack. Assistance dogs are good helpers—and good
friends!

. . . Assistance animals like this capuchin monkey are
smart and nimble enough to help in lots of ways—they
can turn the lights on and off, play a CD, or get their
owners a cool drink!
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Smarter
Balanced Grade 5

Assessment Consortium

A capuchin monkey helps with many tasks

This girl is part of a special program to help children
with serious physical and learning difficulties.
Swimming with dolphins helps the children relax—and
who wouldn't love being around such wild and
beautiful creatures!

Dolphins are calming creatures

"Animals Helping People" from Click. Text copyright ©
2002 by ePals Media. Reprinted by permission of Carus
Publishing Company. Photographs copyright ©@ 2002
by ePals Media.

Source #3

This article from a magazine about animal rights
describes new service animal rules that are included as
part of a federal law. The author is on staff at the
magazine and has a legal background.
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New Service Animal Rules
by Clare Mishica

New rules regarding service animals were added to the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in March 2011.
The ADA is a law that protects the rights of people
with disabilities.

The new rules limit the kind of service animals that
people with disabilities can have in public places. Now,
only dogs and miniature horses are allowed in public
places. The changes were meant to clear up confusion
regarding service animals in public places. Business
owners were unclear about the kind of service animals
that were allowed in their businesses. They were also
unclear about the amount of responsibility that they
had for service animals that were brought into their
businesses.

A man has a large snake draped over his shoulders.

He wants to enter a café for lunch and says the snake
is a service animal that helps and comforts him. In the
past, the law would have required the café to allow the
man to bring his snake inside. This was because
people were allowed to choose any service animal as
helpers, including pigs, birds, and lizards! Before the
new rule, any type of animal could have been
considered a service animal. As long as the owner felt
that the animal provided him/her assistance, then any
type of animal could be used as a service animal. Once
the new rules went into effect, the only service
animals permitted in public places are dogs and
miniature horses.

What Made the Changes Necessary?
The changes were needed to protect people from
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Smarter
Balanced Grade 5

Assessment Consortium

diseases. Different animals carry certain diseases.
When animals go into public places, they might pass
illnesses to humans. In addition, some animals are not
trained to keep an area clean. For example, birds
could leave droppings on a store floor. This creates an
unhealthy setting for others.

Second, the law was changed to help business owners.
In the past, businesses such as hotels had to accept all
types of service animals, and that could create
problems. For example, some animals are large or
noisy. Others might cause damage or have special
needs. Dogs and miniature horses, however, are tame.
They have been used as pets for hundreds of years.
They listen to commands. Both dogs and miniature
horses are trained to guide the blind. These animals
can be trusted by pet owners and business owners.

Some people prefer to use service animals other than
dogs and miniature horses and this is still possible.
The new rules limit only the kind of service animals
permitted in public places. In private, people are able
to choose other animals. Some people with disabilities
use monkeys to help them do tasks in their homes.
These monkeys have similar hand and finger control to
humans, so they can perform more tasks than other
animals.

Would you like to learn more about the federal rules
for service animals? You can visit the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) website. It gives details and
reasons for changes in the rules.

Sources Used

Manning, S. (2011, April 11). Changing definitions new
federal law limits service animals to dogs and
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Assessment Consortium
mini-horses. Evansville Courier & Press. Retrieved
from: http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/apr/11
/no-headline---11b05petsservice

U.S. Department of Justice. (2011, July 12). Service

animals. Retrieved from: http://www.ada.gov
/service_animals_2010.htm
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Assessment Consortium

2646 Mark

Grade 5

Click on [the boxes to match each source with the idea or ideas that it supports.
Some ideas may have more than one source selected.

People who own businesses
have to consider the well-being
of all of their guests.

Being smart and able to handle
small objects makes certain
animals more appropriate than
other animals to assist people
who have a disability.

Source
#1:
Monkey
Helpers
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2647

The sources discuss how service animals help people. Explain what vou have

learned about how service animals help people. Use one detail from Source #1

and one detail from Source #2 to support your explanation. For each detail,
include the source title or number.

2648

Which source would most likely be the most helpful in understanding how a

service animal is trained? Explain why this source is most likely the most helpful.
Give at least two details from the source to support your answer.
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Balanced Grade 5

Assessment Consortium
2649

Student Directions
Service Animals Opinion Performance Task

Part 2

You will now review your notes and sources, and plan, draft, revise, and edit your
writing. You may use your notes and go back to the sources. Now read your
assignment and the information about how your writing will be scored; then begin
your work.

Your Assignment:

When your class returns from the library, your classmates begin to share what
they learned about different types of service animals. They also begin to discuss
the new rule that allows only dogs and miniature horses as service animals in
public places. Some students agree with the rule, and some students disagree with
the rulfla. Your teacher asks you to write a paper explaining your opinion about the
new rule.

In your paper, you will take a side as to whether you agree with the rule allowing
only service dogs and miniature horses in public places, or whether you disagree
with the rule. Your paper will be read by your teacher and your classmates. Make
sure you clearly state your opinion and write several paragraphs supporting your
opinion with reasons and details from the sources. Develop your ideas clearly and
use your own words, except when quoting directly from the sources. Be sure to
give the source title or number for the details or facts you use.

REMEMBER: A well-written opinion paper

* has a clear opinion.

¢ is well-organized and stays on the topic.

* has an introduction and conclusion.

* uses transitions.

¢ uses details or facts from the sources to support your opinion.

* puts the information from the sources in your own words, except when using
direct quotations from the sources.

e gives the title or number of the source for the details or facts you included.
¢ develops ideas clearly.

¢ uses clear language.

e follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).
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Now begin work on your opinion paper. Manage your time carefully so that
you can

1. plan your opinion paper.

2. write your opinion paper.

3. revise and edit the final draft of your opinion paper.
Word-processing tools and spell check are available to you.

For Part 2, you are being asked to write an opinion paper that is several
paragraphs long. Type your response in the box below. The box will get bigger as
you type.

Remember to check your notes and your prewriting/planning as you write and
then revise and edit your opinion paper.

For BEAL Session 2.A: Outline Only
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Assessment Consortium

Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium:

English/Language Arts Practice Test Scoring
Guide

Grade 8 Performance Task
5/16/2014

Adapted for BEAL Session 2.A:
Experience a Task
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Student Directions
Penny Argumentative Performance Task

Task:

In recent years, a heated debate has emerged about
money in the United States. This particular debate is
not about big economic issues, though. Surprisingly, it
is about the economic pros and cons of producing and
using pennies.

The controversies surrounding the production and
continued use of pennies is one of the topics that will
be part of an upcoming website project for your
history class. As part of your initial research, you have
uncovered four sources about the historical and
economic impact of the penny.

After you have reviewed these sources, you will
answer some questions about them. Briefly scan the
sources and the three questions that follow. Then, go
back and read the sources carefully so you will have
the information you will need to answer the questions
and finalize your research. You may click on the Global
Notes button to take notes on the information you find
in the sources as you read. You may also use scratch
paper to take notes.

In Part 2, you will write an argumentative essay on a
topic related to the sources.

Directions for Beginning:

You will now examine several sources. You can
re-examine any of the sources as often as you like.
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Research Questions:
After examining the research sources, use the
remaining time in Part 1 to answer three questions
about them. Your answers to these questions will be
scored. Also, your answers will help you think about
the research sources you have read and looked at,
which should help you write your argumentative essay.

You may click on the Global Notes button or refer back
to your scratch paper to look at your notes when you
think it would be helpful. Answer the questions in the
spaces below the items.

Both the Global Notes on the computer and your
written notes on scratch paper will be available to you
in Part 1 and Part 2 of the performance task.

Part 1

Sources for Performance Task:

Source #1

The following article is from the New York Times,

published on April 7, 2012.

Penny Wise, or 2.4 Cents Foolish?
by Jeff Sommer

The news from north of the border is both trivial and
unsettling: they won't be making shiny new pennies in
Canada anymore.

The government in Ottawa has made this decision

after years of deliberation®, for reasons that would
seem to apply equally well in the United States.

Page 26



Smarter Handout 2.2
Balanced

Assessment Consortium

"Pennies take up too much space on our dressers at

home," Jim Flaherty, the Canadian finance ministerz,
said in a speech last month. A persuasive government
brochure put it this way: "We often store them in jars,
throw them away in water fountains, or refuse them as
change.”

Pennies cost more to produce than they are worth.
[T]hey are worth so little that many Canadians don't
bother to use them at all. . . .

Do we really need pennies?

The Canadian government doesn't think so. By the fall,
it plans to stop minting them and stop distributing
them through banks. It won't actually ban them,
though. Some people have grown so attached to
pennies—a penny saved is a penny earned, after
all—that they may want to keep using them
indefinitely, and they can, the Canadian government
Says.

But those who can bear to part with their pennies are
being encouraged to bring them to banks for eventual
melting or to donate them to charities—which will
presumably bring them in for melting. Electronic
transactions will continue to include cents, while retail
sales will be rounded up or down.

Inflation® is sometimes cited as a threat whenever
small coins are phased out. A $2.01 cup of coffee
should be rounded down to $2, while $2.03 should
become $2.05, for example, but retailers in the real
world might raise prices more than lower them. That
could cause a small, one-time inflation burst, says
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Frangois Velde, an expert on the history of small

change. . ..

"But in a competitive market, you might well see price
decreases,” says Mr. Velde, a senior economist at the
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago who is working this
year at the Bank of France. "In a place like New York,
a 99-cent price of pizza might go down to 95 cents
rather than $1 to avoid crossing that higher price
threshold.” Over all and over time, there should be no
net price effect, he says.

He finds the argument for phasing out the penny to be
at least as strong in the United States as in Canada
because the two nations' small coins, political history
and socioeconomic culture have so much in common.
"That's what makes the Canadian decision a little
unsettling,” he says. "Their pennies even look a lot like
ours."”

In the United States, the mint says, each zinc and
copper coin costs 2.41 cents to produce and distribute.
It costs 1.6 Canadian cents to make a penny at the
mint in Winnipeg, according to Canadian government
figures. (A Canadian cent is worth about 0.99 cents at
the current exchange rate.) "From the standpoint of
economics, that's just a total waste of money," Mr.
Velde says.

Pennies may not be big money, even if you add them
together. But we are paying a cost for the privilege of
squirreling them away in drawers and on dressers. The
United States government—that is, taxpayers—Ilost
$60.2 million on the production and distribution of
pennies in the 2011 fiscal year, the mint's budget
shows, and the losses have been mounting: $27.4
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million in 2010, and $19.8 million in 2009.

A number of countries, including Australia, New
Zealand, Brazil, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland and Britain, have already
dropped their lowest-denominated coins, without dire
consequences.

What is to be done in the United States? The mint
defers to Congress, and Congress hasn't told it to
abolish the penny. Lawmakers have directed the mint
to study ways to make small coins more cheaply. Mike
White, a spokesman for the mint, says a report will be
completed in December. . . .

At the very least, a change in the composition of the
American penny seems likely.

In 1982, Congress authorized the Treasury to make
such a change, and it did. Before then, pennies were
95 percent copper and 5 percent zinc. . . . Pennies
manufactured since have been copper-plated zinc,
with zinc making up 97.5 percent of the coin and
copper only 2.5 percent. Steel, which was used in
pennies in World War II, could be substituted next.

But why stop at the penny? It's not the only American
coin that costs more than it's worth. Each nickel costs
11.18 cents to produce and distribute, the mint says,
at a loss to taxpayers of $56.5 million in the last fiscal
year. In its 2013 budget proposal, the Obama
administration has asked for authority to alter the
composition of the nickel, too. . ..

"The whole situation is ridiculous,” Mr. Velde says.
". .. The serious, simple solution is to do away with
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the penny."

A penny for your thoughts?

'deliberation: discussion or debate

“Canadian finance minister: responsible for presenting
the Canadian government's budget each year and
helping to determine the funding levels for
government departments

= . B . .
Inflation: causing prices to increase

Sommer, 1. (2012, April 7). Penny Wise, or 2.4 Cents
Foolish? New York Times. Retrieved from:
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/08/your-
money/canada-drops-the-penny-but-will-
the-us.html?_r=0

Source #2
The following is a newspaper article published in
December 2012,

Is the Penny Worth It?
by Rachel Mancuso

The United States Department of Defense doesn't
think so. For over 30 years, pennies haven't been used
on foreign military bases. Pennies are "too heavy and

are not cost-effective® to ship," according to Chris
Ward, a spokesman for the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service. This idea is the topic of much
discussion lately, and the US Congress is considering
eliminating the penny from the United States currency
system.
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On foreign military bases, instead of using pennies,
the shops and restaurants round to the nearest
5-cents. For example, if a lunch bill comes out to
$£9.06, it would be rounded down to $9.05. If it was
$9.09, it would be rounded up to $9.10.

The rounding system seems to work well for the
military, and some experts such as Harvard professor
N. Gregory Mankiw want to do the same in the entire
United States. Some people fear that rounding will end
up costing people extra money. Mark Weller,
Americans for Common Cents spokesperson, claims
that stores will not choose to round their prices down.
He claims that what he calls the "rounding tax" will
cost consumers $600 million per year. Dr. Robert
Whaples, a professor at Wake Forest, disagrees and
does not think the economic impact of eliminating
pennies will be significant.

Not only does he believe that it will have an
insignificant impact on prices, but Whaples seems to
think that eliminating the penny will save time too. He
asserts that this time saved is even more valuable
than eliminating a potential impact on rounding prices.
His study says that the time wasted counting pennies
could add up to over $700 million per year nationwide.
To a retail business, time is money because many
retail businesses pay their employees by the hour. If
the retail clerk and customer spend just 2.5 seconds
per transaction counting pennies, those seconds add
up. Those seconds add up to an estimated $700
million in wages that businesses pay retail clerks to
count pennies.

Not everyone agrees that the penny should be totally
eliminated. Many argue that price-rounding cannot be
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done fairly, and that finding a way to make pennies
cheaper is a better approach. Steel, which was used to
make pennies during World War II, would be a
cheaper alternative. No matter what your stance, the
penny debate is real, and the United States has to
make a decision one way or the other.

‘cost-effective: producing desirable results without
costing a lot of money
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Source #3
The following newspaper article examines the efforts
of one school to use pennies to help a worthy cause.

Give a Penny—Save the Day!
by Ted Waterhouse

Last week, Washington Middle School (WMS) hosted
its annual Penny Drive for Charity. Students from
every grade brought in bags and jars of pennies, and,
with everyone's assistance, they raised over $3000 in
one week!

This amazing effort was made possible due to the
power of the penny. Many people do not see the value
in the penny, and they feel as though pennies are not
worth the trouble of carrying them around.

Pennies might be a little bulky, but they add up;
moreover, because they are worth so little, people
don't mind donating them to charity. Students at WMS
found that out for themselves last week.

If the school had organized a dime or a quarter drive,
they probably would not have raised as much money.
As Michael Cooper, an eighth grader, said, "If you
asked for my quarters, I would have said 'no' because
I use them for video games. Pennies don't really
matter much, so I was happy to give them to someone
who could use them." Many other students I spoke
with echoed Michael's words.

Bottom line: A penny is not worth much by itself, but
as WMS found out, there is power in numbers. When
people put all their pennies together for a good cause,
thev can add up quickly, and they can truly help a
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good cause. So if you don't see much value in a
penny, WMS can put it to good usel

References
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Source #4

The following article from a general interest magazine
published in 2014 explores some of the changes the
penny has gone through.

The Ever-Changing Penny
by Maria Story

The one-cent piece, commonly referred to as the
"penny," has been a part of United States history for
over two hundred years. Its design has changed
twenty-one times. History also shows that as the
economy has changed, so has the value of the coin.

The first pennies, minted until 1857, were very large—
larger than our modern day quarter and had different
images of the Statue of Liberty on the front. People did
not really like how big they were. Several other
versions of the coin were minted before finally
producing the familiar Lincoln penny in 1909. Since
then, ten varieties have been minted, mostly because
of changes in metal content. Changing metal content

was important to try to reduce production costs’. The
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U.S. Mint is still exploring additional designs and
different, more cost effective, metal compositions for
the penny.

The history of a penny reveals more than just a
coin—it exposes a piece of American culture. The
one-cent piece has influenced our language, giving us

a number of idioms®, such as "a penny for your
thoughts" (a way to ask what someone is thinking)
and "not one red cent" (meaning no money at all). The
coin also gave rise to the terms like "penny candy” (a
piece of candy sold for a cent) and "penny arcade" (an
amusement center with machines that cost one cent to
operate).

Despite its cultural influences the penny is currently
under attack. The reason? Because making money also
costs money. In 2011, it cost the U.5. Mint more than
2.4 cents to produce one penny. This has led many to
argue that the penny is inflating the economy and
should be eliminated. However, what many people fail
to also consider is that the nickel, too, costs more to
produce than it is worth. In 2011, the cost for the U.S.
Mint to produce a nickel was over eleven cents. Even
though production costs are slightly lower today, the
penny still costs the U.S. just over 1.8 cents to
produce. The nickel's cost is currently 9.4 cents.

The history of the American penny is a curious one.
How long it will remain a part of our spending currency
is yet to be determined.

‘production costs: costs of the materials and labor
needed to manufacture something
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“idiom: a word or phrase that means something
different from its usual meaning
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2695

Source #4 describes how some people want to eliminate the penny from the
United States' economy. Explain how the information in Source #2 adds to the
reader's understanding of the potential effects of eliminating pennies in the United
States. Give two details from Source #2 to support your explanation.

2696

All of the sources provide information about the penny. Which source would most
likely be relevant to students researching the ways to reduce the cost of

producing the penny? Justify your answer and support it with two pieces of
information from the sources.
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2697 Mark

Look at the claims in the table. Decide if the informatior in Source #3, Source #4,
both sources, or neither source supports each claim.|Click on|the box that
identifies the source that supports each claim. There will be only one box selected
for each claim.

Source #3: Source #4: The

Give a h )
Penny—Save E\;ﬁll‘_.{:hanglng Both Neither
the Day! y

The penny has
more value than I I |
what it can buy.

Rounding price

totals will cause :
an increase in

prices.

The low value of a
penny is a good l
thing.

Changing the

metals in the

penny is a

possible solution |
for people who

want to keep the

penny.
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éStudent Directions
%Pennv Argumentative Performance Task
Part 2

You will now review your notes and sources, and plan, draft, revise, and edit your
writing. You may use your notes and refer to the sources. Now read your
assignment and the information about how your writing will be scored; then begin
your work.

Your Assignment:

As a contribution to the website your history class is creating, you decide to write
an argumentative essay that addresses the issues surrounding the penny. Your
essay will be displayed on the website and will be read by students, teachers, and
parents who visit the website.

Your assignment is to use the research sources to write a multi-paragraph
argumentative essay either for or against the continued production of the penny in
the United States. Make sure you establish an argumentative claim, address
potential counterarguments, and support your claim from the sources you have
read. Develop your ideas clearly and use your own words, except when quoting
directly from the sources. Be sure to reference the sources by title or number
when using details or facts directly from the sources.

Argumentative Essay Scoring:
Your argumentative essay will be scored using the following:

1. Organization/purpose: How well did you state your claim, address opposing
claims, and maintain your claim with a logical progression of ideas from beginning
to end? How well did your ideas thoughtfully flow from beginning to end using
effective transitions? How effective was your introduction and your conclusion?

2. Evidence/elaboration: How well did you integrate relevant and specific
information from the sources? How well did you elaborate your ideas? How well did
yvou clearly state ideas in your own words using precise language that is
appropriate for your audience and purpose? How well did you reference the
sources you used by title or number?

3. Conventions: How well did you follow the rules of grammmar usage,
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling?
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Now begin work on your argumentative essay. Manage your time carefully so
that you can

-plan your multi-paragraph argumentative essay.

-write your multi-paragraph argumentative essay.

-revise and edit the final draft of your multi-paragraph argumentative essay.
Word-processing tools and spell check are available to you.

For Part 2, you are being asked to write a multi-paragraph argumentative essay,
s0 please be as thorough as possible. Type your response in the space provided.
The box will expand as you type.

Remember to check your notes and your prewriting/planning as you write and
then revise and edit your argumentative essay.

For BEAL Session 2.A: Outline Only
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Grade 3-5 Summative Assessment Targets, Claim #2

Handout 2.3

ELA/Literacy Claim # 2

Students can produce effective writing for a range of purposes and audiences.

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

for example) to connect opinion
and reasons.

d. Provide a concluding statement
or section.

W-8 Recall information from
experiences or gather information
from print and digital sources; take
brief notes on sources and sort
evidence into provided categories.

state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure in which
related ideas are grouped to
support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide reasons that are
supported by facts and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using

words and phrases (e.g., for
instance, in order to, in addition).

d. Provide a concluding statement

organizational structure in which

ideas are logically grouped to
support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered reasons
that are supported by facts and

details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using
words, phrases, and clauses (e.g.,
consequently, specifically).

d. Provide a concluding statement or

or section related to the opinion

section related to the opinion

presented.

W-8 Recall relevant information
from experiences or gather
relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes
and categorize information, and
provide a list of sources.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.

presented.

W-8 Recall relevant information from
experiences or gather relevant
information from print and digital
sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished
work, and provide a list of sources.

L-3a Expand, combine, and reduce
sentences for meaning,
reader/listener interest, and style.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support

analysis, reflection, and research.

Target 7. COMPOSE FULL
TEXTS: Write full opinion pieces
about topics using a complete
writing process attending to
purpose and audience: organize
ideas by stating a context and
focus (opinion), include structures
and appropriate transitional
strategies for coherence, elaborate
and include supporting reasons
from sources and an appropriate
conclusion.

Target 7. COMPOSE FULL
TEXTS: Write full opinion pieces
about topics using a complete
writing process attending to
purpose and audience: organize
ideas by stating a context and
focus (opinion); include structures
and appropriate transitional
strategies for coherence; elaborate
and include supporting
evidence/reasons from sources;
and develop an appropriate
conclusion related to the opinion
presented.

Target 7. COMPOSE FULL
TEXTS: Write full opinion pieces
about topics using a complete
writing process attending to
purpose and audience: organize
ideas by stating a context and
focus (opinion); include structures
and appropriate transitional
strategies for coherence; elaborate
and include supporting
evidence/reasons from sources;
and develop an appropriate
conclusion related to the opinion
presented.
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ELA/Literacy Claim # 2

Grade 3-5 Summative Assessment Targets, Claim #2

Students can produce effective writing for a range of purposes and audiences.

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Gr. 3 Standards: W-1a, W-1b,
W-1c, W1 -d, W-4, W-5, W-8
(DOK 4)

W-1

a.Introduce a topic or text they are
writing about, state an opinion,
and create an organizational
structure that lists reasons.

b.Provide reasons that support the
opinion.

c. Use linking words and phrases
(e.g., because, therefore, since,
for example) to connect opinion
and reasons.

d.Provide a concluding statement
or section.

W-4 With guidance and support
from adults, produce writing in
which the development and

organization are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

W-5 With guidance and support
from peers and adults, develop
and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, and editing.

W-8 Recall information from
experiences or gather information
from print and digital sources; take
brief notes on sources and sort
evidence into provided categories.

Gr. 4 Standards: W-1a, W-1b, W-1c,
W1 -d, W-4, W-5, W-8 , W-9
(DOK 4)

W-1

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly,
state an opinion, and create an

organizational structure in which
related ideas are grouped to
support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide reasons that are
supported by facts and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using
words and phrases (e.g., for
instance, in order to, in addition).

d. Provide a concluding statement
or section related to the opinion

Gr. 5 Standards: W-1a, W-1b, W-1c,
W1 -d, W-4, W-5, W-8 , W-9
(DOK 4)

W-1

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly,
state an opinion, and create an

organizational structure in which
ideas are logically grouped to
support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered reasons
that are supported by facts and
details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using
words and clauses (e.g.,
consequently, specifically)

d. Provide a concluding statement or

presented.

W-4 Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development
and organization are appropriate

section related to the opinion
presented.

W-4 Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development

to task, purpose, and audience.

W-5 With guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by

planning, revising, and editing.

W-8 Recall relevant information
from experiences or gather
relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes
and categorize information, and
provide a list of sources.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or

informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.

and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.

W-5 With guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by

planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach.

W-8 Recall relevant information from
experiences or gather relevant
information from print and digital
sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished
work, and provide a list of sources.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.
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Grade 6-8 Summative Assessment Targets, Claim #2

Handout 2.4

ELA/Literacy Claim # 2

Students can produce effective writing for a range of purposes and audiences.

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

W-8_Gather relevant information
from multiple print and digital
sources; assess the credibility of
each source;_and quote or
paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and providing
basic bibliographic information
for sources.

W-9_Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and
research.

L-3a Vary sentence patterns for

meaning, reader/listener
interest, and style

L-3b Maintain consistency in style
and tone.

Target 7. COMPOSE FULL TEXTS: Write|
full arguments about topics using a
complete writing process attending to
purpose and audience: establish and
support a claim; organize, elaborate,
and cite supporting evidence from
credible sources; provide appropriate
transitional strategies for coherence;
and develop a conclusion that is
appropriate to purpose and audience
and follows from and supports the
argument(s) presented.

Gr. 6 Standards: W-1a, W-1b,W-

1c, W-1d, W-1e, W-4, W-5, W-8,

W-9

(DOK 4)

W-1

a.Introduce claim(s) and organize
the reasons and evidence clearly.
Support claim(s) with clear
reasons and relevant evidence,
using credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding
of the topic or text.

W-8 Gather relevant information from
multiple_print and digital sources,
using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard
format for citation.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support

analysis, reflection, and research.

Target 7. COMPOSE FULL TEXTS: Write
full arguments about topics using the
complete writing process attending to
purpose and audience: establish and
support a claim; organize, elaborate,
and cite supporting evidence from
credible sources; provide appropriate
transitional strategies for coherence;
and develop a conclusion that is
appropriate to purpose and audience
and follows from and supports the
argument(s) presented.

Gr. 7 Standards: W-1a, W-1b, W-1¢c, W-
1d, W-1e, W-4, W-5,
W-8, W-9
(DOK 4)

W-1

a.Introduce claim(s), acknowledge

alternate or opposing claims, and
organize the reasons and evidence
logically.

b. Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence,
using accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of
the topic or text.

W-8 Gather relevant information
from multiple_print and digital
sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source; and
quote or paraphrase the data
and conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following
a standard format for citation.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support

analysis, reflection, and
research.

Target 7. COMPOSE FULL TEXTS:
Write full arguments about topics
using the complete writing process
attending to purpose and audience:
establish and support a claim;
organize, elaborate, and cite
supporting evidence from credible
sources; provide appropriate
transitional strategies for coherence;
and develop a conclusion that is
appropriate to purpose and audience
and follows and supports the
argument(s) presented.

Gr. 8 Standards: W-1a, W-1b,

W-1c, W-1d, W-1e, W-

4, W-5, W-8, W-9

(DOK 4)

W-1

a. Introduce claim(s),
acknowledge and distinguish
the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and organize
the reasons and evidence
logically.

b. Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant
evidence, using accurate,
credible sources and
demonstrating an
understanding of the topic
or text.

* More than one text may be needed to assess this standard.
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ELA/Literacy Claim # 2

Smarter
Balanced

Assessment Consortium

Grade 6-8 Summative Assessment Targets, Claim #2

Students can produce effective writing for a range of purposes and audiences.

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses
to clarify the relationships among

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to

c._Use words, phrases, and

create cohesion and clarify the

claim(s) and reasons.

style.

e. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from the

argument presented.

W-4 Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

W-5 With some guidance and
support from peers and adults,

needed by planning, revising,

d.Establish and maintain a formal

develop and strengthen writing as

editing, rewriting, or trying a new

relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal
style.

e.Provide a concluding statement or
section that follows from and

supports the argument presented.

W-4 Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

W-5 With some guidance and
support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising,

approach.

W-8 Gather relevant information

from multiple print and digital

sources; assess the credibility of

editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

W-8 Gather relevant information from

multiple print and digital sources,

each source; and quote or

paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while

avoiding plagiarism and providing

basic bibliographic information for

using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source; and quote or

paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding

clauses to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal
style.

e. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from and
supports the argument
presented.

W-4 Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

W-5 With some guidance and
support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

W-8 Gather relevant information
from multiple print and digital
sources, using search terms
effectively;_assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source; and

sources.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or

informational texts to support

analysis, reflection, and research.

plagiarism and following a standard

quote or paraphrase the data and

format for citation.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.

conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following
a standard format for citation.

W-9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.
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Student Directions
Service Animals Opinion Performance Task

Task:

A person with a disability visited your class today to
discuss how his trained service animal allows him to
enjoy more independence and participate more fully in
everyday activities. You and your classmates became
interested in learning more about service animals.
Your teacher took your class to the school library to
look up more information about this topic. You have
found three articles about service animals.

After vou have looked at these sources, you will
answer some questions about them. Briefly scan the
sources and the three questions that follow. Then, go
back and read the sources carefully so you will have
the information you will need to answer the questions
and complete your research. You may click on the
Global Notes button to take notes on the information
you find in the sources as you read. You may also use
scratch paper to take notes.

In Part 2, you will write an opinion paper on a topic
related to the sources.

Directions for Beginning:
You will now examine several sources. You can
re-examine any of the sources as often as you like.

Research Questions:

After looking at the sources, use the rest of the time in
Part 1 to answer three questions about them. Your
answers to these questions will be scored. Also, your
answers will help you think about the information you
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have read and looked at, which should help you write
your opinion paper.

You may click on the Global Notes button or refer back
to your scratch paper to look at your notes when you
think it would be helpful. Answer the questions in the
spaces below the items.

Both the Global Notes on the computer and your

written notes on scratch paper will be available to you
in Part 1 and Part 2 of the performance task.

Part 1
Sources for Performance Task:

Source #1

You have found a current article about capuchin
monkeys on a website about service animals. The
author is a veterinarian who writes articles for
educational publications.

Monkey Helpers
by Tamra Orr

An Unusual Set of Helping Hands

Every day people make countless moves that they
tend to take for granted. They scratch their noses and
pull on their backpacks. People grab something to eat
and push up their glasses. They flip the pages of their
textbooks and turn off their lights. For people living
with injuries to the spinal cord, however, these basic
movements are very difficult. For some, they are even
impossible. For the past 35 years, more than 160
people with injuries to the spinal cord have found
support from a very unusual set of helping hands:
those of specially trained capuchin monkeys.
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Capuchin monkeys are very small. Some weigh less
than eight pounds, even when fully grown. They are
also extremely smart. In the wild, they have shown
the ability to pick up tools and use them to solve
problems. Their hands can easily carry small tools.
This makes it easier for them to handle modern items
such as remotes and cell phones.

Although capuchin monkeys are smart and are able to
handle small tools, not all types of monkeys are ideal
to use as service animals. Some monkeys, such as
howler monkeys, are too large or strong. Monkeys who
have not been properly trained are also unreliable.
They might behave in ways that are hard to predict.
For example, a monkey could suddenly hurt a person if
it got angry or frightened for some reason.

While some people believe capuchin monkeys are
wonderful service animals, not everyone agrees.
Capuchins are small, easy to train, and able to bond,
or form close relationships, with humans. However,
they are still, in the end, wild animals. April Truitt,
director of the Primate Rescue Center in Kentucky,
says that having a wild animal in your home may put
both the animal and the owner at increased risk of
getting injured. She points out that it is possible for
capuchins to become violent suddenly and this can be
a danger to their owners and others.

Long Before School Starts

Long before capuchin monkeys begin their training,
they have already spent years around humans. Born in
a Massachusetts zoo, they must live with foster
families as long as twelve years before beginning their
training on how to assist a person with a disability.
During this time, they are taught how to share a house
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with humans. They get used to being around pets.
They even learn basic tasks like how to take baths.
This requires a great deal of time and effort.

Learning to Help

Capuchin monkeys learn how to assist people with
disabilities at Helping Hands, otherwise known as the
monkey college, in Boston, Massachusetts. This college
is not quite like going to a traditional school. Every
day, for three to five years, capuchin monkeys learn
new skills. Their lessons do not focus on reading and
writing though. Days are spent learning how to load a
DVD into a player and push play, or how to open and
close microwave doors. This education takes time,
patience, and money. The cost of educating just one
monkey is close to $40,000. Finally, after up to five
years of training, the animals finish school. Now the
monkeys are ready to go and live with someone who
needs them to help make life a little bit easier.

The Simple Things

Having a capuchin monkey in the house is not the
same as having a dog or cat. Because of their training
and their intelligence, these monkeys are able to do an
amazing number of chores for the person who is
disabled and cannot do them alone. Along with
operating microwaves and DVD players, these service
animals can also turn lights off and on for their new
owners. They can open bottles and flip the pages of a
book for their owner. They can even reach out and
scratch an annoying itch.

Every year, Helping Hands places dozens of monkeys
in homes of people with disabilities. The monkeys take
good care of their owners. In return, the owners feel
safer and more able to do tasks that so many others
take for granted.
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Sources Used

ABC News. (n.d.). Tearful Kentucky senator wants
monkeys to be made service animals. Retrieved from:
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2014/01
[tearful-kentucky-senator-wants-monkeys-to-be-
made-service-animals/

CBS News. (n.d.). Monkeys lend helping hand to
disabled. Retrieved from: http://www.cbsnews.com
/pictures/monkeys-lend-helping-hand-to-disabled

DiBlasio, N. (2013, July 4). Monkey see. Monkey do.
USA Weekend. Retrieved from:
http://www.usaweekend.com/article/20130705
JHEALTH/307050007/Graduates-of-Monkey-College-
give-their-companions-a-sense-of-purpose

Helping Hands. (n.d.). Training center. Retrieved from:
http://www.monkeyhelpers.org

Source #2
You found an article about service animals in a 2002
issue of Click, a magazine for children.

Animals Helping People

A monkey who helps you drink out of a straw? A dog
that opens the refrigerator door when you want a
snack? A pony gentle enough to ride even if you
cannot see? When people need extra care, special
animals are there to help!

Seeing Eye dogs are trained to be the eyes for people
who cannot see. All over the world, Seeing Eye dogs
are hard at work—guiding, protecting, and loving their
blind masters.
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Horseback riding is good exercise. It also helps people
feel happy and confident. Even riders who cannot see,
or who have trouble moving their muscles, can have
fun on a quiet, gentle, well-trained horse.

Hearing dogs help people who are deaf or hard-of-
hearing. These smart, friendly, energetic dogs are
specially trained to let their owners know when the
doorbell rings, the smoke alarm goes off, or the baby
wakes up from a nap.

This boy needs both his hands and all his energy just
to walk. Luckily, his assistance dog is there to carry his
backpack. Assistance dogs are good helpers—and good
friends!

. . . Assistance animals like this capuchin monkey are
smart and nimble enough to help in lots of ways—they
can turn the lights on and off, play a CD, or get their
owners a cool drink!
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A capuchin monkey helps with many tasks

This girl is part of a special program to help children
with serious physical and learning difficulties.
Swimming with dolphins helps the children relax—and
who wouldn't love being around such wild and
beautiful creatures!

Dolphins are calming creatures

"Animals Helping People" from Click. Text copyright ©
2002 by ePals Media. Reprinted by permission of Carus
Publishing Company. Photographs copyright ©@ 2002
by ePals Media.

Source #3

This article from a magazine about animal rights
describes new service animal rules that are included as
part of a federal law. The author is on staff at the
magazine and has a legal background.
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New Service Animal Rules
by Clare Mishica

New rules regarding service animals were added to the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in March 2011.
The ADA is a law that protects the rights of people
with disabilities.

The new rules limit the kind of service animals that
people with disabilities can have in public places. Now,
only dogs and miniature horses are allowed in public
places. The changes were meant to clear up confusion
regarding service animals in public places. Business
owners were unclear about the kind of service animals
that were allowed in their businesses. They were also
unclear about the amount of responsibility that they
had for service animals that were brought into their
businesses.

A man has a large snake draped over his shoulders.

He wants to enter a café for lunch and says the snake
is a service animal that helps and comforts him. In the
past, the law would have required the café to allow the
man to bring his snake inside. This was because
people were allowed to choose any service animal as
helpers, including pigs, birds, and lizards! Before the
new rule, any type of animal could have been
considered a service animal. As long as the owner felt
that the animal provided him/her assistance, then any
type of animal could be used as a service animal. Once
the new rules went into effect, the only service
animals permitted in public places are dogs and
miniature horses.

What Made the Changes Necessary?
The changes were needed to protect people from
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diseases. Different animals carry certain diseases.
When animals go into public places, they might pass
illnesses to humans. In addition, some animals are not
trained to keep an area clean. For example, birds
could leave droppings on a store floor. This creates an
unhealthy setting for others.

Second, the law was changed to help business owners.
In the past, businesses such as hotels had to accept all
types of service animals, and that could create
problems. For example, some animals are large or
noisy. Others might cause damage or have special
needs. Dogs and miniature horses, however, are tame.
They have been used as pets for hundreds of years.
They listen to commands. Both dogs and miniature
horses are trained to guide the blind. These animals
can be trusted by pet owners and business owners.

Some people prefer to use service animals other than
dogs and miniature horses and this is still possible.
The new rules limit only the kind of service animals
permitted in public places. In private, people are able
to choose other animals. Some people with disabilities
use monkeys to help them do tasks in their homes.
These monkeys have similar hand and finger control to
humans, so they can perform more tasks than other
animals.

Would you like to learn more about the federal rules
for service animals? You can visit the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) website. It gives details and
reasons for changes in the rules.

Sources Used

Manning, S. (2011, April 11). Changing definitions new
federal law limits service animals to dogs and
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mini-horses. Evansville Courier & Press. Retrieved

from: http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/apr/11
/no-headline---11b05petsservice

U.S. Department of Justice. (2011, July 12). Service

animals. Retrieved from: http://www.ada.gov
/service_animals_2010.htm
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Item
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement
The student will select
evidence to support opinions
1 5 4 4 3 W-8 based on evidence collected.

2646

Click on the boxes to match each source with the idea or ideas that it supports.
Some ideas may have more than one source selected.

Source #3:

Source Source #2:

#1: Animals geerh:ice
Monkey Helping Animal
Helpers People Rules

People who own businesses
have to consider the well-being I I I
of all of their guests.

Being smart and able to handle
small objects makes certain
animals more appropriate than
other animals to assist people
who have a disability.

Key Elements:
People who own businesses have to consider the well-being of all of their guests:
1. Source #3

Being smart and able to handle small objects makes certain animals more
appropriate than other animals to assist people who have a disability:

1. Source #1

2. Source #2

Rubric:

(1point) 3 cells copmleted correctly
(0 points) Fewer than 3 cells completed correctly or blank
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Item
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement
The student will locate
information from multiple
sources to support a central
idea or subtopic related to
2 5 4 2 3 W-9 research.

2647

The sources discuss how service animals help people. Explain what you have
learned about how service animals help people. Use one detail from Source #1
and one detail from Source #2 to support your explanation. For each detail,
include the source title or number.

Key Elements:

Source #1 (Monkey Helpers)

o They can carry small tools such as remotes and cell phones.

The monkeys learn how to load a DVD into a player and push play.
They can open and close microwave doors.

These monkeys are able to do an amazing number of chores for a person
with a disability.

The monkeys can turn lights on and off.

They can open bottles and flip the pages of a book.

They can scratch an annoying itch.

The monkeys take good care of their owners.

Source #2 (Animals Helping People)

J A dog can open the refrigerator door when you want a snack.

o Seeing Eye dogs are trained to be the eyes for people who cannot see. All
over the world, Seeing Eye dogs are hard at work—guiding, protecting, and
loving their blind masters.

o Hearing dogs help people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing. These smart,
friendly, energetic dogs are specially trained to let their owners know when
the doorbell rings, or the smoke alarm goes off, or the baby wakes up from a

nap.
o An assistance dog can carry a backpack.
o Assistance dogs are good helpers—and good friends!
Capuchin monkeys can turn lights on and off, play a CD or get their owners a
drink.
. Dolphins help children with physical and learning difficulties relax.

Continued on next page
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Rubric:

(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from different sources that support this idea and that explain how each
detail supports the idea. Student cites the source for each detail.

(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from different sources that support this idea but doesn’t explain how each
detail supports the idea. Student cites the sources.

OR

Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of evidence
from a single source that supports this idea and that explains how that detail
supports the idea. Student cites the source.

OR

Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides only one piece of
evidence from a single source that supports this idea and that explains how that
detail supports the idea. Student cites the source.

OR

Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of evidence
from different sources that support this idea and that explain how each detail
supports the idea. Student does not cite sources.

(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.

Exemplar:

(2 points) Service animals are trained animals that help people with disabilities.
These animals help their owners do certain tasks that their owners are not able to
do for themselves. Source #1 says that capuchin monkeys learn how to load DVDs
into players and push play and how to open and close microwave doors. Since
these monkeys are trained to do such things, they are able to help their owners
who may not be able to do these tasks on their own. Source #2 says that hearing
dogs can help people at home by letting the owner know when the doorbell rings or
when the smoke alarm goes off. This is important because if the owner is not able
to hear, then the service animal could let the owner know when important sounds
happen.

(1 point) Service animals are trained animals that help people with disabilities.
These animals help their owners do certain tasks that the owner is not able to do
for themselves. Source #1 says that capuchin monkeys learn how to load DVDs into
players and push play and how to open and close microwave doors. Since these
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Continued on next page

monkeys are trained to do such things, they are able to help their owners who may
not be able to do these tasks on their own.

(O points) Service animals help people in different ways.
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Item
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement
The student will analyze
digital and print sources in
order to locate relevant
information to support
5 4 3 4 W-9 research.

2648

Which source would most likely be the most helpful in understanding how a
service animal is trained? Explain why this source is most likely the most helpful.
Give at least two details from the source to support your answer.

Key Elements:
Source #1 (Monkey Helpers)

Every day, for three to five years, capuchin monkeys learn new skills.

Days are spent learning how to load a DVD into a player and pushing play, or
opening and closing microwave doors.

The monkeys attending Helping Hands receive years of training.

o They are trained only to help with tasks that are done at home.

J Years before capuchin monkeys report to their first day of school, they have
already spent years around humans.

o They live with foster families for up to twelve years.

o During this time, they are taught how to share a house with humans. They
get used to being around pets. They even learn basic tasks like how to take
baths.

o Capuchin monkeys are coached and trained for up to five years at Helping
Hands.

J They pick up tools and use them to solve problems.

Rubric:

(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most helpful source AND includes two details from that source that support this
evaluation and that explain why each detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.

(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most helpful source AND includes one detail from that source that supports this
evaluation and that explains why the detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.

OR

Continued on next page
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Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the most helpful
source AND includes two details from that source that support this evaluation but
does not explain why each detail supports the idea that it is the most helpful
source.

OR

Response is an evidence-based explanation that does not identify a source or
correctly identify the most helpful source but includes two details from the correct
source and that explains why each detail supports the idea that it is the most
helpful source.

(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.

Exemplar:

(2 points) Source #1 is the most helpful source for understanding how a service
animal is trained because it describes the amount of time spent training and the
different types of activities that capuchin monkeys do at the monkey college,
Helping Hands. This source says that monkeys spend three to five years learning
skills that will help them help people with disabilities. This shows that the monkeys
receive a lot of training at Helping Hands so that they will be able to assist their
owners. This source also says that at Helping Hands, monkeys learn how to do
things such as loading DVDs into players and opening microwave doors. This shows
that the monkeys are taught many different skills so that they can help their owner.

(1 point) Source #1 is the most helpful source for understanding how a service
animal is trained because it describes the amount of time spent training and the
different types of activities that capuchin monkeys do at the monkey college,
Helping Hands. This source says that monkeys spend three to five years learning
skills that will help them help people with disabilities. This shows that the monkeys
receive a lot of training at Helping Hands so that they will be able to assist their
owners.

(0 points) Source #2 is the most helpful source for understanding how a service
animal is trained because it says they are trained to let their owners know when the
doorbell rings, or the smoke alarm goes off, or the baby wakes up from a nap.
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Item
Item # Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement

The student will write full opinion pieces about topics
or sources, attending to purpose and audience:
organize ideas by stating a context and focus
(opinion), include structures and appropriate
transitions for coherence, develop supporting
evidence/reasons (from sources when appropriate to
the assignment) and elaboration, and develop an
appropriate conclusion related to the opinion

4 5 2 7 4 W-1b presented.

2649

Student Directions

Service Animals Opinion Performance Task

Part 2

You will now review your notes and sources, and plan, draft, revise, and edit your
writing. You may use your notes and go back to the sources. Now read your
assignment and the information about how your writing will be scored; then begin
your work.

Your Assignment:

When your class returns from the library, your classmates begin to share what
they learned about different types of service animals. They also begin to discuss
the new rule that allows only dogs and miniature horses as service animals in
public places. Some students agree with the rule, and some students disagree with
the rulila. Your teacher asks you to write a paper explaining your opinion about the
new rule.

In your paper, you will take a side as to whether you agree with the rule allowing
only service dogs and miniature horses in public places, or whether you disagree
with the rule. Your paper will be read by your teacher and your classmates. Make
sure you clearly state your opinion and write several paragraphs supporting your
opinion with reasons and details from the sources. Develop your ideas clearly and
use your own words, except when quoting directly from the sources. Be sure to
give the source title or number for the details or facts you use.

REMEMBER: A well-written opinion paper

has a clear opinion.

is well-organized and stays on the topic.

has an introduction and conclusion.

uses transitions.

uses details or facts from the sources to support your opinion.

puts the information from the sources in your own words, except when using
direct quotations from the sources.

¢ gives the title or number of the source for the details or facts you included.
¢ develops ideas clearly.

¢ uses clear language.

e follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).
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Now begin work on your opinion paper. Manage your time carefully so that
you can

1. plan your opinion paper.

2. write your opinion paper.

3. revise and edit the final draft of your opinion paper.
Word-processing tools and spell check are available to you.

For Part 2, you are being asked to write an opinion paper that is several
paragraphs long. Type your response in the box below. The box will get bigger as
you type.

Remember to check your notes and your prewriting/planning as you write and
then revise and edit your opinion paper.
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Student Directions
Penny Argumentative Performance Task

Task:

In recent years, a heated debate has emerged about
money in the United States. This particular debate is
not about big economic issues, though. Surprisingly, it
is about the economic pros and cons of producing and
using pennies.

The controversies surrounding the production and
continued use of pennies is one of the topics that will
be part of an upcoming website project for your
history class. As part of your initial research, you have
uncovered four sources about the historical and
economic impact of the penny.

After you have reviewed these sources, you will
answer some questions about them. Briefly scan the
sources and the three questions that follow. Then, go
back and read the sources carefully so you will have
the information you will need to answer the questions
and finalize your research. You may click on the Global
Notes button to take notes on the information you find
in the sources as you read. You may also use scratch
paper to take notes.

In Part 2, you will write an argumentative essay on a
topic related to the sources.

Directions for Beginning:

You will now examine several sources. You can
re-examine any of the sources as often as you like.
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Research Questions:
After examining the research sources, use the
remaining time in Part 1 to answer three questions
about them. Your answers to these questions will be
scored. Also, your answers will help you think about
the research sources you have read and looked at,
which should help you write your argumentative essay.

You may click on the Global Notes button or refer back
to your scratch paper to look at your notes when you
think it would be helpful. Answer the questions in the
spaces below the items.

Both the Global Notes on the computer and your
written notes on scratch paper will be available to you
in Part 1 and Part 2 of the performance task.

Part 1

Sources for Performance Task:

Source #1

The following article is from the New York Times,

published on April 7, 2012.

Penny Wise, or 2.4 Cents Foolish?
by Jeff Sommer

The news from north of the border is both trivial and
unsettling: they won't be making shiny new pennies in
Canada anymore.

The government in Ottawa has made this decision

after years of deliberation®, for reasons that would
seem to apply equally well in the United States.
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"Pennies take up too much space on our dressers at

home," Jim Flaherty, the Canadian finance ministerz,
said in a speech last month. A persuasive government
brochure put it this way: "We often store them in jars,
throw them away in water fountains, or refuse them as
change.”

Pennies cost more to produce than they are worth.
[T]hey are worth so little that many Canadians don't
bother to use them at all. . . .

Do we really need pennies?

The Canadian government doesn't think so. By the fall,
it plans to stop minting them and stop distributing
them through banks. It won't actually ban them,
though. Some people have grown so attached to
pennies—a penny saved is a penny earned, after
all—that they may want to keep using them
indefinitely, and they can, the Canadian government
Says.

But those who can bear to part with their pennies are
being encouraged to bring them to banks for eventual
melting or to donate them to charities—which will
presumably bring them in for melting. Electronic
transactions will continue to include cents, while retail
sales will be rounded up or down.

Inflation® is sometimes cited as a threat whenever
small coins are phased out. A $2.01 cup of coffee
should be rounded down to $2, while $2.03 should
become $2.05, for example, but retailers in the real
world might raise prices more than lower them. That
could cause a small, one-time inflation burst, says

Page 139



Handout 2.17

Smarter
Balanced Grade 8

Assessment Consortium
Frangois Velde, an expert on the history of small

change. . ..

"But in a competitive market, you might well see price
decreases,” says Mr. Velde, a senior economist at the
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago who is working this
year at the Bank of France. "In a place like New York,
a 99-cent price of pizza might go down to 95 cents
rather than $1 to avoid crossing that higher price
threshold.” Over all and over time, there should be no
net price effect, he says.

He finds the argument for phasing out the penny to be
at least as strong in the United States as in Canada
because the two nations' small coins, political history
and socioeconomic culture have so much in common.
"That's what makes the Canadian decision a little
unsettling,” he says. "Their pennies even look a lot like
ours."”

In the United States, the mint says, each zinc and
copper coin costs 2.41 cents to produce and distribute.
It costs 1.6 Canadian cents to make a penny at the
mint in Winnipeg, according to Canadian government
figures. (A Canadian cent is worth about 0.99 cents at
the current exchange rate.) "From the standpoint of
economics, that's just a total waste of money," Mr.
Velde says.

Pennies may not be big money, even if you add them
together. But we are paying a cost for the privilege of
squirreling them away in drawers and on dressers. The
United States government—that is, taxpayers—Ilost
$60.2 million on the production and distribution of
pennies in the 2011 fiscal year, the mint's budget
shows, and the losses have been mounting: $27.4
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million in 2010, and $19.8 million in 2009.

A number of countries, including Australia, New
Zealand, Brazil, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland and Britain, have already
dropped their lowest-denominated coins, without dire
consequences.

What is to be done in the United States? The mint
defers to Congress, and Congress hasn't told it to
abolish the penny. Lawmakers have directed the mint
to study ways to make small coins more cheaply. Mike
White, a spokesman for the mint, says a report will be
completed in December. . . .

At the very least, a change in the composition of the
American penny seems likely.

In 1982, Congress authorized the Treasury to make
such a change, and it did. Before then, pennies were
95 percent copper and 5 percent zinc. . . . Pennies
manufactured since have been copper-plated zinc,
with zinc making up 97.5 percent of the coin and
copper only 2.5 percent. Steel, which was used in
pennies in World War II, could be substituted next.

But why stop at the penny? It's not the only American
coin that costs more than it's worth. Each nickel costs
11.18 cents to produce and distribute, the mint says,
at a loss to taxpayers of $56.5 million in the last fiscal
year. In its 2013 budget proposal, the Obama
administration has asked for authority to alter the
composition of the nickel, too. . ..

"The whole situation is ridiculous,” Mr. Velde says.
". .. The serious, simple solution is to do away with
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the penny."

A penny for your thoughts?

'deliberation: discussion or debate

“Canadian finance minister: responsible for presenting
the Canadian government's budget each year and
helping to determine the funding levels for
government departments

= . B . .
Inflation: causing prices to increase

Sommer, 1. (2012, April 7). Penny Wise, or 2.4 Cents
Foolish? New York Times. Retrieved from:
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/08/your-
money/canada-drops-the-penny-but-will-
the-us.html?_r=0

Source #2
The following is a newspaper article published in
December 2012,

Is the Penny Worth It?
by Rachel Mancuso

The United States Department of Defense doesn't
think so. For over 30 years, pennies haven't been used
on foreign military bases. Pennies are "too heavy and

are not cost-effective® to ship," according to Chris
Ward, a spokesman for the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service. This idea is the topic of much
discussion lately, and the US Congress is considering
eliminating the penny from the United States currency
system.
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On foreign military bases, instead of using pennies,
the shops and restaurants round to the nearest
5-cents. For example, if a lunch bill comes out to
$£9.06, it would be rounded down to $9.05. If it was
$9.09, it would be rounded up to $9.10.

The rounding system seems to work well for the
military, and some experts such as Harvard professor
N. Gregory Mankiw want to do the same in the entire
United States. Some people fear that rounding will end
up costing people extra money. Mark Weller,
Americans for Common Cents spokesperson, claims
that stores will not choose to round their prices down.
He claims that what he calls the "rounding tax" will
cost consumers $600 million per year. Dr. Robert
Whaples, a professor at Wake Forest, disagrees and
does not think the economic impact of eliminating
pennies will be significant.

Not only does he believe that it will have an
insignificant impact on prices, but Whaples seems to
think that eliminating the penny will save time too. He
asserts that this time saved is even more valuable
than eliminating a potential impact on rounding prices.
His study says that the time wasted counting pennies
could add up to over $700 million per year nationwide.
To a retail business, time is money because many
retail businesses pay their employees by the hour. If
the retail clerk and customer spend just 2.5 seconds
per transaction counting pennies, those seconds add
up. Those seconds add up to an estimated $700
million in wages that businesses pay retail clerks to
count pennies.

Not everyone agrees that the penny should be totally
eliminated. Many argue that price-rounding cannot be
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done fairly, and that finding a way to make pennies
cheaper is a better approach. Steel, which was used to
make pennies during World War II, would be a
cheaper alternative. No matter what your stance, the
penny debate is real, and the United States has to
make a decision one way or the other.

‘cost-effective: producing desirable results without
costing a lot of money
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Source #3
The following newspaper article examines the efforts
of one school to use pennies to help a worthy cause.

Give a Penny—Save the Day!
by Ted Waterhouse

Last week, Washington Middle School (WMS) hosted
its annual Penny Drive for Charity. Students from
every grade brought in bags and jars of pennies, and,
with everyone's assistance, they raised over $3000 in
one week!

This amazing effort was made possible due to the
power of the penny. Many people do not see the value
in the penny, and they feel as though pennies are not
worth the trouble of carrying them around.

Pennies might be a little bulky, but they add up;
moreover, because they are worth so little, people
don't mind donating them to charity. Students at WMS
found that out for themselves last week.

If the school had organized a dime or a quarter drive,
they probably would not have raised as much money.
As Michael Cooper, an eighth grader, said, "If you
asked for my quarters, I would have said 'no' because
I use them for video games. Pennies don't really
matter much, so I was happy to give them to someone
who could use them." Many other students I spoke
with echoed Michael's words.

Bottom line: A penny is not worth much by itself, but
as WMS found out, there is power in numbers. When
people put all their pennies together for a good cause,
thev can add up quickly, and they can truly help a
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good cause. So if you don't see much value in a
penny, WMS can put it to good usel

References
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Source #4

The following article from a general interest magazine
published in 2014 explores some of the changes the
penny has gone through.

The Ever-Changing Penny
by Maria Story

The one-cent piece, commonly referred to as the
"penny," has been a part of United States history for
over two hundred years. Its design has changed
twenty-one times. History also shows that as the
economy has changed, so has the value of the coin.

The first pennies, minted until 1857, were very large—
larger than our modern day quarter and had different
images of the Statue of Liberty on the front. People did
not really like how big they were. Several other
versions of the coin were minted before finally
producing the familiar Lincoln penny in 1909. Since
then, ten varieties have been minted, mostly because
of changes in metal content. Changing metal content

was important to try to reduce production costs’. The
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U.S. Mint is still exploring additional designs and
different, more cost effective, metal compositions for
the penny.

The history of a penny reveals more than just a
coin—it exposes a piece of American culture. The
one-cent piece has influenced our language, giving us

a number of idioms®, such as "a penny for your
thoughts" (a way to ask what someone is thinking)
and "not one red cent" (meaning no money at all). The
coin also gave rise to the terms like "penny candy” (a
piece of candy sold for a cent) and "penny arcade" (an
amusement center with machines that cost one cent to
operate).

Despite its cultural influences the penny is currently
under attack. The reason? Because making money also
costs money. In 2011, it cost the U.5. Mint more than
2.4 cents to produce one penny. This has led many to
argue that the penny is inflating the economy and
should be eliminated. However, what many people fail
to also consider is that the nickel, too, costs more to
produce than it is worth. In 2011, the cost for the U.S.
Mint to produce a nickel was over eleven cents. Even
though production costs are slightly lower today, the
penny still costs the U.S. just over 1.8 cents to
produce. The nickel's cost is currently 9.4 cents.

The history of the American penny is a curious one.
How long it will remain a part of our spending currency
is yet to be determined.

‘production costs: costs of the materials and labor
needed to manufacture something
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“idiom: a word or phrase that means something
different from its usual meaning
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Item
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement
The student will analyze
information within and among
multiple sources of
1 8 4 2 4 RI-1 information.

2695

Source #4 describes how some people want to eliminate the penny from the
United States' economy. Explain how the information in Source #2 adds to the
reader's understanding of the potential effects of eliminating pennies in the United
States. Give two details from Source #2 to support your explanation.

Key Elements:

Source #2 (Is the Penny Worth It?)

o The U.S. Department of Defense stopped using the penny on foreign military
bases over 30 years ago because pennies are “too heavy and are not cost-
effective to ship.”

o The foreign military bases use a pricing system that rounds transactions to
the nearest 5-cents, and that rounding system seems to work well.

o Some fear that rounding will cost more for customers because of rising
prices. Mark Weller says the “rounding tax” will cost consumers $600 million
per year.

o Dr. Whaples study says that over $700 million is wasted per year in the
United States through the time it takes retail clerks and customers to count
pennies.

o Many argue that price rounding cannot be done fairly, so finding a cheaper
way to make pennies is a better option for cutting the costs of the penny.
One option for cutting costs is by using steel to make pennies like was done
during World War II.

Rubric:

(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from Source #2 that support this idea and that explains how each
example supports the idea.

(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of
evidence from Source #2 that support this idea but doesn't explain how each
example supports the idea.

OR

Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides only one piece of
evidence from Source #2 that supports this idea and that explains how that
example supports the idea.

Continued on next page
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(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.

Exemplar:

(2 points) Source #2 adds to the reader’s understanding by providing more
information about why some people think the penny should be eliminated. For
example, it gives the concrete example of a study done by Dr. Whaples which
indicated that eliminating the penny could save over $700 million because of the
time wasted counting pennies. This concrete example helps the reader understand
that eliminating the penny has the potential to save a significant amount of money.
In addition, Source #2 also provides more information on the reasons some people
think the penny should remain. For example, many people fear that eliminating the
penny and rounding prices will cause customers to have to pay more over time.
This example helps the reader understand that there may be negative
consequences to eliminating the penny.

(1 point) Source #2 adds to the reader’s understanding by providing more
information about why some people think the penny should be eliminated. For
example, it gives the concrete example of a study done by Dr. Whaples which
indicated that eliminating the penny could save over $700 million because of the
time wasted counting pennies. This concrete example helps the reader understand
that eliminating the penny has the potential to save a significant amount of money.

(0 points) Eliminating the penny could save the United States a lot of money.
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Item Item
# Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement
The student will use reasoning,
evaluation, and evidence to assess the
credibility of each source in order to
select relevant information to support
2 8 4 3 4 WHST-8 | research.

2696

All of the sources provide information about the penny. Which source would most
likely be relevant to students researching the ways to reduce the cost of
producing the penny? Justify your answer and support it with two pieces of
information from the sources.

Key Elements:
Source #1 (Penny Wise, or 2.4 Cents Foolish?)

J Congress has instructed the US Mint to study ways to make the penny more
cheaply.

o Congress changed the composition of the penny in 1982 to be more zinc and
less copper.

. Steel was used to make pennies during World War II.

o A nickel costs more than 11 cents to produce and distribute.

Rubric:

(2 points) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most relevant source AND includes two pieces of evidence from that source that
support this evaluation and that explains why each piece of evidence supports the
idea that it is the most relevant source.

(1 point) Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the
most relevant source AND includes one piece of evidence from that source that
support this evaluation and that explains why the piece of evidence supports the
idea that it is the most relevant source.

OR

Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the most
relevant source AND includes two pieces of evidence from that source that support
this evaluation but does not explain why each piece of evidence supports the idea
that it is the most relevant source.

OR

Response is an evidence-based explanation that does not identify a source or
correctly identify the most relevant source but includes two pieces of evidence from

Continued on next page
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the correct source and that explains why each piece of evidence supports the idea
that it is the most relevant source.

(0 points) Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or
blank.

Exemplar:

(2 points) Source #1 is most likely to be relevant to students researching the ways
to reduce the cost of producing the penny because it provides the most detailed
information about changes that have been made to the penny in the past to reduce
costs. For example, it points out that in 1982 Congress changed the metals in the
penny to contain more zinc and less copper in order to reduce the cost. Also, during
WWII steel was used to make pennies instead of copper. These two pieces of
information make Source #1 the most relevant source for ways to reduce the cost
of producing pennies.

(1 point) Source #1 is most likely to be relevant to students researching the ways
to reduce the cost of producing the penny because it provides the most detailed
information about changes that have been made to the penny in the past to reduce
costs. For example, it points out that in 1982 Congress changed the metals in the
penny to contain more zinc and less copper in order to reduce the cost. This
information makes Source #1 the most relevant source for ways to reduce the cost
of producing pennies.

(0 points) Source #2 is the most relevant source to students researching the ways
to reduce the cost of producing the penny.
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Item
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement
The student will cite evidence
to support analyses,
3 8 4 4 3 RST-1 arguments, or critiques.

2697

Look at the claims in the table. Decide if the information in Source #3, Source #4,
both sources, or neither source supports each claim. Click on the box that
identifies the source that supports each claim. There will be only one box selected

for each claim.

Source #3:

Give a

Penny—Save

the Day!

The penny has
more value than
what it can buy.

Rounding price
totals will cause
an increase in
prices.

The low value of a
penny is a good
thing.

Changing the
metals in the
penny is a
possible solution
for people who
want to keep the
penny.

Continued on next page
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Key Elements:

The penny has more value than what it can buy.

o Both

Rounding price totals will cause an increase in prices.
o Neither

The low value of a penny is a good thing.

. Source #3

Changing the metals in the penny is a possible solution for people who want to
keep the penny.

o Source #4

Rubric:

(1 point) 4 cells completed correctly

(0 points) Fewer than 4 cells completed correctly, any cell incorrect, or blank.
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Item

Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standard Evidence Statement

The student will write full arguments about topics or
texts, attending to purpose and audience: establish
and support a claim, organize and cite supporting
(text) evidence from credible sources, and develop a
conclusion that is appropriate to purpose and audience
4 8 2 7 4 W-1.a and follows and supports the argument(s) presented.

éStudent Directions
gPenny Argumentative Performance Task
Part 2

You will now review your notes and sources, and plan, draft, revise, and edit your
writing. You may use your notes and refer to the sources. Now read your
assignment and the information about how your writing will be scored; then begin
your work.

Your Assignment:

As a contribution to the website your history class is creating, you decide to write
an argumentative essay that addresses the issues surrounding the penny. Your
essay will be displayed on the website and will be read by students, teachers, and
parents who visit the website.

Your assignment is to use the research sources to write a multi-paragraph
argumentative essay either for or against the continued production of the penny in
the United States. Make sure you establish an argumentative claim, address
potential counterarguments, and support your claim from the sources you have
read. Develop your ideas clearly and use your own words, except when quoting
directly from the sources. Be sure to reference the sources by title or number
when using details or facts directly from the sources.

?Argumentative Essay Scoring:
Your argumentative essay will be scored using the following:

1. Organization/purpose: How well did you state your claim, address opposing
claims, and maintain your claim with a logical progression of ideas from beginning
to end? How well did your ideas thoughtfully flow from beginning to end using
effective transitions? How effective was your introduction and your conclusion?

2. Evidence/elaboration: How well did you integrate relevant and specific
information from the sources? How well did you elaborate your ideas? How well did
you clearly state ideas in your own words using precise language that is
appropriate for your audience and purpose? How well did you reference the
sources you used by title or number?

3. Conventions: How well did you follow the rules of grammar usage,
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling?
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Now begin work on your argumentative essay. Manage your time carefully so
that you can

-plan your multi-paragraph argumentative essay.

-write your multi-paragraph argumentative essay.

-revise and edit the final draft of your multi-paragraph argumentative essay.
Word-processing tools and spell check are available to you.

For Part 2, you are being asked to write a multi-paragraph argumentative essay,
s0 please be as thorough as possible. Type your response in the space provided.
The box will expand as you type.

Remember to check your notes and your prewriting/planning as you write and
then revise and edit your argumentative essay.
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95%

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SHAKESPEARE’'S HAMLET:
How Gender Attitudes Are Revealed by Presence and Absence
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THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SHAKESPEARE’'S HAMLET:
How Gender Attitudes Are Revealed by Presence and Absence

English 1A
Mrs. Jones

September 20, 2016
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ALL ABOUT ME

THE STORY OF MY LIFE SO FAR
BY

3
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English 1A
Mrs. Jones

September 20, 2016
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THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SHAKESPEARE’'S HAMLET:
How Gender Attitudes Are Revealed by Presence and Absence

English 1A
Mrs. Jones

September 20, 2016
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ALL ABOUT ME D

This is an interesting story about
a robot, but your narrative does
not tell me anything about you
or your life. Somehow your
writing got off topic. Let’s try
this again so we can get a better
grade!

THE STORY OF MY LIFE SO FAR
BY

7/
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ALL ABOUT ME

C- do over!

THE STORY OF MY LIFE SO FAR
BY

8

Page 193



Handout 3.4: Receiving Feedback Activity

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SHAKESPEARE’'S HAMLET:
How Gender Attitudes Are Revealed by Presence and Absence
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Work unacceptable, please resubmit.

English 1A
Mrs. Jones

September 20, 2016
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How Gender Attitudes Are Revealed by Presence and Absence
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SCALE

Additional Resources
Designing for Deeper Learning:
How to Develop Performance Tasks for the Common Core

Recommended Performance Task Banks

General
Buck Institute of Education
www.bie.org/project_search
The Buck Institute has a curated bank of projects, both heir own, and those they have collected
from other developers. Many of these projects include assessments and assessment tools, like
rubrics. The bank is searchable by CCSS standards. Also, (www.bie.org/objects/documents) has
great teacher resources for project based learning like planning forms, rubrics, group work
contracts, etc.

English/Language Arts

Literacy Design Collaborative

www.literacydesigncollaborative.org

Bank of teacher-created modules that were created with CCSS-aligned LDC templates, which are
explicitly CCSS aligned. Rubrics are also included. (Mostly 6-12 but beginning to branch into K-5).

Reading and Writing Project
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/reading writing assessments
Offers CCSS-aligned performance assessments for grades K-8. Tasks are designed as on-demand
but could be adapted to become curriculum-embedded. Tasks include rubrics.

History/Social Studies

Stanford History Education Group: Beyond the Bubble
https://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/

This site, produced by the Stanford History Education Group, has short constructed response
assessments (HATSs) that focus on particular historical skills. Free registration is required to
download assessments and rubrics at this site, but the resources are well worth it (Grades
6-12).

College Board Advanced Placement Essay Questions

* http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/apcentral/AP_USH DBQ.pdf
(copy and paste the URL into your web browser)

The College Board releases questions from prior Advanced Placement tests. Download a
pdf with Document-based questions for American history from 1973-1999.

* http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/2090.html
Find Free Response questions (that include documents) and accompanying scoring systems
for World History from the past two years.

* http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers _corner/index.html
You can browse the list of home pages for all courses to pick a social science course and
find a released sample test and other resources. These assessments may need adaptation
as they are designed to be on-demand tests for AP courses, but they can provide a good
starting point.

©R014.Stanford Center for Assessment, Learning, and Equity (SCALE)
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Math

Science

Washington State OSPI-Developed Assessments
http://www.k12.wa.us/SocialStudies/Assessments/default.aspx

Produced by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction of the state of Washington (in
2008), this collection of K-12 assessments includes one page of CCSS-aligned prompts and rubrics
for civics, economics, geography, history and international perspectives.

Mathematics Assessment Project (MAP)
http://map.mathshell.org

The Mathematics Assessment Project (MAP) features updated MARS tasks, lessons, tests, rubrics,
professional development, all aligned to the Common Core. Created by UC Berkeley, Shell Center,
and University of Nottingham.

Connecticut Academic Performance Test (Released Items)
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/cedar/assessment/capt/released_items.htm#2

The Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) is one of the early pioneers of high quality
performance tasks. Though these are designed for standardized administration, the tasks provide
great starters for curriculum embedded tasks.

West Virginia Department of Education--Teach 21

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/pbl.html

Teach 21 is a bank of projects written and developed by West Virginia teachers, vetted by peers
and other curriculum partners.

Stanford Education Assessment Laboratory (SEAL)
http://web.stanford.edu/dept/SUSE/SEAL/

This site contains 14 primarily physical science performance assessments. The topics range from
electricity, friction, and incline planes (physics); mystery powders and floating/sinking (chemistry);
and rocks and astronomy (earth science). Each assessment contains the student directions, teacher

instructions, scoring system, and st of materials.

Performance Assessment Links in Science (PALS)
http://pals.sri.com/tasks/index.html

PALS is a task bank of science performance assessments complied by SRI International for
grades K-12 and represent a large number of performance assessment developers. Go to the
site and select the grade band you are interested in, then select course (physical, life, earth/
space, and science/technology). Then select the specific topic of the performance assessments.
Most assessments have the student and teacher materials, a scoring system, and a sample of
student work. This is a great resource.

Connecticut State Department of Education

* http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=320892
This site provides sample laboratory investigations as well as performance assessments
focusing on scientific issues in society. The site includes sample performance assessments
in 6 stand areas focusing on Energy Transformations; Chemical Structures and
Properties; Global Interdependence; Cell Chemistry and Biochemistry; and Genetics,
Evolution and Biodiversity. Each assessment contains teacher and student materials.

© 2014 Stanford Center for Assessment, Learning, and Equity (SCALE)
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* http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/cedar/assessment/capt/released _items.htm#2
Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) tasks for multiple years in science and
math.

Further Readings

General

Jaquith, A., Martin, D., & Johnston, J. (2014). Developing a performance assessment system from
the ground up: Lessons learned from three Linked Learning pathways. Stanford, CA:
Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education.

Parker, W., Mosborg, S., Bransford, J., Vye, N., Wilkerson, J. and Abbott, R. (2011). Rethinking
advanced high school coursework: Tackling the depth/breadth tension in the AP US

government and politics course. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 43(4), 533-559.
[SIPX - $8.63]

Shepard, L. (2000). The Role of Assessment in a Learning Culture. Educational Researcher, 29(7), 4
14. [SIPX $2.41]

Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education (SCOPE). (2014). Student-centered schools:
Closing the opportunity gap. https://edpolicy.stanford.edu/publications/pubs/1200

Tashlik, P. (2010). Changing the National Conversation on Assessment. Phi Delta Kappan, 91(6), 55
59, [SIPXA FREE]

History

Wineburg, S. and Martin, D. (2009). Tampering with history: Adapting primary sources for
struggling readers. Social Education, 73(5), 212-216.

Other Resources

For additional resources related to performance assessment, we encourage you to browse the websites of
SCALE’s partner organizations. A full list of partners and descriptions of their work can be found here.

©R014.Stanford Center for Assessment, Learning, and Equity (SCALE)
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